
Cuba started with the right foot

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, January
4.- Cuba opened the NORCECA Men’s
Olympic Qualifier with a powerful display
and defeated Canada 3-1 despite the strong
resistance from the north Americans. The
score was 26-24, 25-22, 16-25, 30-28.

The potent attack of the islanders
was devastating against a Canadian team
with great blocking ability. Canada battled
strongly but could not get the key points.
“Tonight Cuba was almost perfect and we
could not deliver in the important
moments,” said Stelio DeRocco, the
Canadian coach.

 “Now we have to concentrate in
the match against Puerto Rico. The
tournament is just beginning and losing
the first one is not a sign of elimination,
everything will be decided in the last day.”

Cuba had a sensational showing of Yenry
Bell and veteran Tomas Aldazabal who
had 25 and 24 points.

Canada had four players in double
figures with Terence Martin and Paul
Duerden leading the way with 17 and 15.
The victory means an inspiration for Cuba
who next play USA on Tuesday. Roberto
Garcia, the Cuban coach, considered that
the service and defense were the key for
the triumph. “We were very consistent in
our service and that elevated our game,”
he said. “Other than that we also stabilized
our block and the defense on the floor.
Now we have to keep working day by day
in order to accomplish our ultimate goal
of qualifying to Greece.”

Mexico won a five-setter over
Puerto Rico CAGUAS, Puerto Rico,
January 4.- The combined offense of Ivan
Contreras and Jose Luis Martell gave
Mexico one spectacular victory in five

sets over Puerto Rico in the first day of
action in the NORCECA Men’s Olympic
Qualifier. Contreras and Martell scored
21 and 20 points respectively and Mexico
prevailed by score of 25-22, 17-25, 25-
23, 23-25, 15-13.

“This one was very similar to the
match we had in the past NORCECA in
Culiacan,” said Contreras, the Mexican
captain. “The two teams play with a lot of
intensity and we play very hard each other.
I think today we had more gas at the end.”
Luis Ruiz, the Puerto Rican coach, pointed
out the weak service of his side as one of
the key elements for the loss. “We can not
continue with the weak services,” he said.

“Our players need to improve that
important ingredient in today’s volleyball,
because we are practically giving up the
ball to the opponent.” Puerto Rico now
go against Canada who lost to Cuba in the
opening match of the competition. “We
must win that match in order to maintain
our hope of playing in the next phase,”
said Ruiz. “We need to focus on defeating
Canada, a team with very tall players.”

Schedule of the Tournament

Jan 4 CAN-CUB 16:00
Jan 4 PUR-MEX 19:00

Jan 5 USA-MEX 17:00
Jan 5 PUR-CAN 19:00

Jan 6 MEX-CAN 17:00
Jan 6 CUB-USA 19:00

Jan 7 USA-CAN 17:00
Jan 7 PUR-CUB 19:00

Jan 8 CUB-MEX 17:00
Jan 8 PUR-USA 19:00

Jan 9 2nd vs 3rd 17:00
Jan 9 1st vs 4th 19:00

Jan 10 Third Place Match
Jan 10 Olympic Qualification Match

NORCECA MEN´S OLYMPIC
QUALIFIER TOURNAMENT

North Central American and Caribbean
Confederation, NORCECA

N

O
R C E C

A January, 2004
No 51

EnglishNorceca Newsletter


